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The following story was
submitted to www.christianpoint.org
by Alberta Fuller
(Alberta.Fuller@robins.af.mil). The

author is unknown.

After a few of the usual
Sunday evening hymns, the
church’s pastor slowly stood up,
walked over to the pulpit and, be-
fore he gave his sermon for the eve-
ning, briefly introduced a guest
minister who was in the service that
evening.

In the introduction, the
pastor told the congregation that the
guest minister was one of his dear-
est childhood friends and that he
wanted him to have a few moments
to greet the church and share what-
ever he felt would be appropriate
for the service.

With that, an elderly man
stepped up to the pulpit and began
to speak, “A father, his son, and a
friend of his son were sailing off the
Pacific Coast,” he began, “when a
fast approaching storm blocked any
attempt to get back to shore. The
waves were so high, that even
though the father was an experi-
enced sailor, he could not keep the
boat upright and the three were
swept into the ocean as the boat
capsized.”

The old man hesitated for a
moment, making eye contact with
two teenagers who were, for the
first time since the service began,
looking somewhat interested in his
story. The aged minister continued
with his story, “Grabbing a rescue
line, the father had to make the

A Tough Decision

most excruciating decision of his
life: to which boy he would throw
the other end of the lifeline. He
only had seconds to make the deci-
sion.

The father knew that his
son was a Christian and he also
knew that his son’s friend was not.
The agony of his decision could not
be matched by the torrent of the
waves. As the father yelled out, ‘I
love you, son!” he threw out the life
line to his son’s friend. By the time
the father had pulled the friend back
to the capsized boat, his son had
disappeared beneath the raging
swells into the black of night. His
body was never recovered.”

By this time, the two teen-
agers were sitting up straight in the
pew, anxiously waiting for the next
words to come out of the old minis-
ter’s mouth. “The father,” he con-
tinued, “knew his son would step
into eternity with Jesus and he
could not bear the thought of his
son’s friend stepping into eternity
without Jesus. Therefore, he sacri-
ficed his son to save the son’s
friend.

How great is the love of
God that He should do the same for
us. Our Heav-
enly  Father
sacrificed His
Only Begotten
Son that we
could be
saved. I urge
you to accept
His offer to
rescue you and
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the lifeline He is throwing out to
you in this service.” With that, the
old man turned and sat back down
in his chair as silence filled the
room.

The pastor again walked
slowly to the pulpit and delivered a
brief sermon with an invitation at
the end. However, no one re-
sponded to the appeal. Within min-
utes after the service ended, the two
teenagers were at the old man’s
side. “That was a nice story,” po-
litely started one of the boys, “but I
don’t think it was very realistic for
a father to give up his only son’s
life in hopes that the other boy
would become a Christian.”

“Well, you’ve got a point
there,” the old man replied, glanc-
ing down at his worn Bible. A big
smile broadened his narrow face, he
once again looked up at the boys
and said, “It sure isn’t very realistic,
is it? But I’m standing here today
to tell you that story gives me a
glimpse of what it must have been
like for God to give up His son for
me.

You see... [ was that father
and your pastor is my son’s friend.”
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§§§ Happy Birthday!
Todd (21st)

Nathan (22nd)

0878 7k SR

take a hold of&&&%&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&’ ai& :



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Let’s get ready for our upcoming
Expeniencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God

study!!!

The seven realities of experiencing God:

God 1s always at work around you.
God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that 1s real and personal.
God mvites you to become involved with Him m His work.
God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to
reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.
God’s mvitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith

and action.

You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing.
You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He accomplishes His work

through you.

Taken from Henry Blackaby’s and Claude King’s Experiencing God

I was recently reading The
Voice of The Martyrs magazine
and came across an excerpt from
one of Richard Wurmbrand’s writ-
ings. In it, he told the story of an
atheist and a Christian walking
through a field. After a couple of
minutes of the Christian going on
and on about the beauty of God’s
creation of flowers, the atheist was
fed up and told the Christian he did
not want to hear any of that non-
sense. The Christian decided to
remain quiet for the rest of that
visit.

But, not too long after that
day in the field of wildflowers, the
atheist had a visit at the Christian’s
home. When he entered, he no-
ticed a new and beautiful painting
of flowers hanging on the wall and

Two Silenced Evolutionists

asked who had painted the art.

The Christian retorted that
he would not answer such a foolish
question, for it was obvious the
flowers had appeared by them-
selves on the canvas with a frame
evolved around it and later placed
itself on a nail that naturally pro-
truded from his wall.

This story reminded me a
similar one my grandfather told me
as a child about a Christian student
and a biology teacher.

One day, when the teacher
was teaching the big bang theory,
the Christian raised his hand and
suggested that there could be a
Creator. The teacher dismissed
this as impossible. That night, the
student went into the lab and cre-
ated a miniature ecosystem.

The following day, the
teacher confronted the class, asking
about this “project.” Every one
was silent. Frustrated, the teacher
finally said, “I know that some-
thing like this did not just happen
by itself.”

At that moment, the Chris-
tian spoke up and asked, “Are you
suggesting that ecosphere had a
creator?!?”

I’ve always found it ironic
how easily others can dismiss the
creation of the beauty around us
and the earth on a grand scale, but
can also not fathom the chance
evolution of other, less marvelous,
things.
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Make plans to attend the Haysville Fall Festival

At Riggs Park
October 17-19

Help us prepare for this community event!
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Prayer and Praise Report

We have a wonderful
privilege and honor to go to
God in prayer. As you pray,
please remember the follow-
ing people:

Nita M. is having eye
problems.

Vince, Stacy’s
brother, is suffering from
cluster headaches.

Shirley, Luther’s
daughter, is suffering from
lupus.

Kevin, Randy’s
brother, is battling an addic-
tion to drugs. Thankfully, he
has been sober for several
weeks now.

Olivia M. has cancer.
Thankfully, she is improving.

Karen, Wes’s co-
worker, has cancer.

We want to always
remember the entire Tam-
bov congregation in our
prayers. Let us pray that
they will have strong leader-
ship.

We also want to pray
for the safe return of our mis-
sionaries who will be return-
ing home in a few days.

Also, Boris, in Rus-
sia, is still waiting for a cor-
nea transplant. Both of his
grandparents recently
passed away.

Nelly, Pat's mom, is
suffering from a blockage in
her neck.

Bart, Cassandra’s
brother, has made poor deci-
sions about his marriage.

One of Randy’s co-
worker's wife is suffering
from cancer.

Additionally, remem-
ber Jim C., Ron and Greta,
Garcia and his father, Re-

becca E., Rob H., Sandra
(Randy’s friend), Joyce
(Randy’s co-worker), and
Alden (Wes’s uncle).

Greg, Donna’s son, is
suffering from an auto-
immune disease.

Barbara, Donna’s sis-
ter-in-law, is recovering from
a knee replacement.

Tristan, Donna’s
granddaughter, has recently
started college

Clara, Paulette’s
mom, passed away. Also,
Paulette, in Texas, is suffer-
ing from bulging discs.

Shirley W. recently
passed away due to cancer.
We need to pray for her fam-
ily and friends as they mourn
her passing.

Donna is suffering
from eye problems.

John H. is suffering
from shingles and is still hav-
ing problems with his eyes.
Thankfully, he has been able
to begin attending worship
services again.

Jerry, Jeff’s friend, is
having complications after a
heart transplant.

Jack, Todd’s
had a mini stroke.

Bob, Henry’s brother,
has cancer that has come
out of remission.

dad,

Stacy, Stacy’s
friend’s sister, has breast
cancer.

Hal M, Donna’s

friend, has esophagus can-
cer.
Ben, Luther’s brother,

is terminally ill.
Phil D. is recuperat-
ing from knee surgery.

Thankfully, he should be re-

turning to work soon.

Justin, Wayne’s son,
is currently serving in Iraq.

Casey, Johnie’s co-
worker's wife, is recovering
from health issues.

Misty, Amy’s friend,
received abnormal test re-
sults, but thankfully after fur-
ther testing was found
healthy. Also, her daughter,
Abby, is suffering from uri-
nary reflux disorder.

Robert, Luke’s grand-
son, has diabetes and an in-
fection in his foot.

Bernie, from West
Virginia, is suffering from a
heart blockage.

Thai, Stacy’s friend,
has a medical condition
which causes hardening of
the tissues.

Kayden, Luke’s great
granddaughter, is recovering
from a dog bite on her face.

Jean’s grandmother is
recovering from a knee re-
placement and a heart block-
age.

Cindy, Shannon’s
mom, has stage 4 cancer.

Paula, Jessie's step-
mom, is recovering from a
stroke.

We also want to re-
member the upcoming Fall
Festival in our prayers. We
need to continue preparing
for another successful event.

We always want to
remember our brothers and
sisters around the world who
are being persecuted be-
cause of their love of Christ.

We also don’t want to
forget to thank God and
praise Him for all of His won-
derful blessings.
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Our Vision

Community
It is our vision to become an active member of our immediate community; to provide hope,
help, love, acceptance, and spiritual encouragement.
Growth
It is our vision to welcome new people into the fold, and help them discover the gifts and tal-
ents that God gave them to be used in proclaiming Christ to a lost and dying world.
Faithful to God’s Word
It is our vision to remain faithful to God’s word, to place Christ first in everything we do, and
to allow ourselves to be led only by His Word and Holy Spirit.
Concern for Others
It is our vision to become intimately aware of the needs of our congregation and community
and to actively try to meet those needs.
Evangelism (Reaching the Lost)

It is our vision to focus intently on ways to reach the lost in our local community and in foreign
lands, and to send missionaries from the body on short and long term mission projects.
Leadership
It is our vision to have scriptural leadership; to have elders, deacons, and teachers within the
next two years.

Family Atmosphere/Relationships
It is our vision to maintain and promote a true family environment where all may feel they be-
long and everyone knows each other’s name.

Please join us in worshipping God!!!

Sunday morning children’s study:9:20am
Sunday morning worship: 10 am
Wednesday evening topical study: 7 pm

803 W. 63rd St South
Wichita, KS 67217

www.lovinggodlovingyouonline.org
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